
What is this??? 

 

A new program sponsored by 

OH&S to increase safety 

awareness. The program em-

powers front line employees to 

educate staff on pertinent issues 

involving safety.   

 

How does this work??? 

 

Safety Coordinators will be 

selected from each department / 

unit and from each shift.  

The Coordinators will be em-

powered to assume responsibil-

ity through the managers/

supervisors for educating staff 

on pertinent issues involving 

safety. Many items will be  

department specific and many 

will be campus-wide. This in-

formation can be passed on to 

the employees during depart-

mental meetings. 

Coordinators will initially meet 

with OH & S staff to be ori-

ented to the program. During 

this initial meeting,  informa-

tion on the S.A.F.E. Program 

and training materials for the 

first quarterly training session 

will be distributed . 

 

The S.A.F.E. quarterly training 

is a new way to get safety   

information out to the UAMS 

campus. The quarterly S.A.F.E. 

training Does Not substitute for 

the annual mandatory training 

requirements for any employee.   

Are You Interested? 

The S.A.F.E. Program cannot 

work without volunteers from 

each department/unit and each 

shift. Are you willing to help 

make a difference in the      

Culture of Safety at UAMS? 

For more information dial 686-

6786.           ð Diane Hughes 

S.A.F.E. Program, Safety Awareness For Employees 

You Name It!  

You Name It! 

The UAMS OH&S Department 

needs YOUR help!  Our, 

(your), quarterly newsletter 

needs a name.  With any con-

test there is a prize and rules.  

First, all newsletter name sub-

missions must be sent to either:  

NAME IT , UAMS OH&S 

Dept., 4301 W. Markham, Slot 

617, Little Rock AR 72205 or 

email to:  sahartley@uams.edu. 

If you email be sure to type 

NAME IT in the subject line.  

Contest submission deadline is 

December 11th 2009.  You can 

submit as many entries as you 

wish.  The entries will be 

judged by OH&S. The winner 

will receive a $25 gift card and  

be recognized in the 2nd issue 

of the OH&S newsletter for 

their help and creativity.  

Letôs get those entries in, and 

who knows, you may see 

yourself on the cover of the 

next issue! 

O C C U P A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  
D E P A R T M E N T  ( O H & S ) 

10/26/09 

Upcoming Training 

Chemical Hygiene 

Training 2009 

Oct. 21st,  

Nov. 18th,   

Dec. 16th  

COPH Room G232 at noon 

on all dates) 

Radiation Safety  2009 

Nov. 19th  

 (COPH Room G220 at 1pm) 

For more information visit 

our website at 

www.uams.edu/safety 
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òItõs better to get out of a bad 

situation 5 minutes earlier 

than 5 seconds later.ó 

òAs soon as you see a 

mistake and donõt fix it, it 

becomes your mistake.ó 

òNo safety, know painéé 

Know safety, no pain.ó 

òChance takers are accident 

makers.ó 



The modern roundabout or 

traffic circle was developed in 

the United Kingdom to rectify 

problems associated with traffic 

congestion, high speed merg-

ing, weaving vehicles, and an 

increase in automobile acci-

dents.  In 1966, the United 

Kingdom adopted the manda-

tory ñgive-wayò rule at all cir-

cular intersections, which re-

quired entering traffic to give 

way, or yield, to circulating 

traffic . This rule prevented 

circular intersections from 

locking up.  Traffic circles pro-

vide control to traffic because 

they physically require motor-

ists to slow down in order to 

maneuver around them.                            

These changes improved the 

safety characteristics of the 

circular intersections by reduc-

ing the number and particularly 

the severity of collisions.  Thus, 

the resultant modern traffic 

circle or roundabout is signifi-

cantly different from the old-

style traffic circle both in how 

it operates and in how it is de-

signed. 

Cities and even our own 

UAMS campus are finding 

traffic circles beneficial.  

Neighborhoods with heavy 

street traffic have installed traf-

fic circles to control the flow of 

traffic without stopping it.  

Traffic circles reduce the num-

ber of angle and turning 

crashes.  Traffic circles are 

effective at lowering vehicle 

speeds in their immediate vicin-

ity.   

The UAMS roundabout on 

Hooper Drive is designed to 

keep traffic moving and this is 

why we do not have stop signs.  

Vehicles on the roundabout 

(within the circle) have the 

right -of-way, all vehicles en-

tering the roundabout are 

required to yield.  UAMS has 

not had an accident in the 

roundabout since it opened for 

service.  We have had some 

near misses and this is why it is 

so important we all know the 

driving procedures in a round-

about. 

is required under 49 Code of Federal 

Regulation (CFR) 172.702 to be trained 

and certified. This covers everyone who 

directly handles hazardous materials 

transported in commerce. Please call 

OH&S at 686-5536 or Michael W. 

Webb, at 686-6958 to schedule a class.   

ð Michael Webb, M.S. Ph.D. CChE. 

Any person(s) involved in the 

transportation or shipping  of 

chemicals, biological specimens,  

or contaminated substances that: 

ǐ Prepares shipping documentation  

ǐ Loads Trucks  

ǐ Marks and labels packages                  

ǐ Fills packages  

ǐ Accepts packages  

ǐ Supervises these activities  

Department of Transportation (DOT) Training 

Traffic Circles or Roundabouts?   Which is it? 

Carol Price, M.S., Director OH&S  

Page 2 

Things to remember when entering a roundabout or traffic circle: 

 The car already on the roundabout or in the circle has the right of way.  

 If you are driving up to the roundabout please slow down and look to 

see if any cars are already on the roundabout as they have right of way. 

Do NOT drive out in front of them.  

 If you are driving around the roundabout do NOT slow down or stop if 

you see someone pulling up to the roundabout. YOU have right of way 

and they should slow down and wait for you.  

 Try NOT to change lanes while on the roundabout or just coming off it. 

If you need to change lanes do so AFTER you have completely left the 

roundabout. Remember, you are not the only person using the round-

about - especially if it has 2 lanes.  

 When in doubt, the cars coming FROM THE LEFT have the right of 

way.  

                                                             ð Carol Price, M.S. Director OH&S 

òAlways keep a safe 

distance from the vehicles 

ahead of you on the road.  

You never know when you 

might have to abruptly 

stop.ó 

Michael Webb, M.S. Ph.D. CChE 



was working on a circuit.  

The device simply doesnôt 

allow individuals to turn 

on the lights while heôs 

working which could 

turn him out!  Great job 

Eddie and keep up the 

good work! 

 

clear of toys, etc.  The same 

thing applies to work situations, 

only they are adult oriented.  

Simple things like using gloves, 

safety glasses, or respirators 

reduce your risk of infections.  

What about the risk of back 

injury?  How about radiation or 

zoonoses?  Performing risk 

assessments aid in determining 

the risk of injury or illness. 

They also help in ways to re-

duce the risks that would lead 

to complications.  Recently, 

OH&S sent out a risk assess-

ment form to aid in this task for 

each area of the UAMS cam-

pus.  The form has a ranking 

system based on rate of expo-

sure to hazards, and a self as-

sessment to aid in what you 

believe will reduce the hazards. 

With that, OH&S can deploy 

resources to areas needing;  

training, monitoring, procedure 

or process change.  For more 

information contact Skye Hart-

ley at 686-5536 or sa-

hartley@uams.edu.   

Letôs face it, it has been one 

wet, dreary, and slippery begin-

ning of the Fall season (no pun 

intended).  All the more reason 

to pay attention to your walk-

ing, working surfaces.   

Did you know that in 2005 the 

National Safety Council re-

corded 698 deaths in the U.S. 

from falls of the same level?  

The odds of a fatality of this 

nature are 14 times greater than 

being hit by lighting.  With wet 

and slippery surfaces, odds 

increase even more.  Therefore 

OH&S would like to share 

some tips and tricks to aid in 

keeping injury of this nature 

from happening to you.  First, 

plan out your path.  If you can 

see that it may be an obstacle 

course, take a different route.  

You donôt have to walk in areas 

that have multiple slipping haz-

ards.  Also getting into a hurry 

is never a good thing.  This 

always increases your probabil-

ity of an accident.  Paying at-

tention to signs helps as well.  

If you see a sign that says 

ñWET FLOORò, you need to 

be cautious in that area, perhaps 

walk a bit slower.  Using hand-

rails helps lower your odds of 

falls in areas such as stairwells 

and hallways.  Finally, pay 

attention to your environment.  

Texting while walking could 

lead to an embarrassing mo-

ment or a potential injury.   

In short, plan your path, donôt 

rush, keep an eye out for obvi-

ous hazard signs, and pay atten-

tion  to your environment.   

OH&S would like to recognize 

Eddie Tackett in this quarterôs 

Safety Spotlight.  Eddie is an 

electrician who works for the 

Clinical Service Group.  OH&S 

caught Eddie in the act of using 

a  proper lock-out device to 

ensure that he or anyone else 

would not be shocked while he 

We all want to do a good job 

and do the right thing, but 

sometimes we get in a hurry 

and forget certain details that 

could potentially save our lives.  

This section is devoted to 

pointing out individuals who 

are noticed doing the right 

thing and doing a good job.   

Risk assessments, what are 

they, what are they used for, 

how do they help?  First of all 

most people perform risk as-

sessments all the time without 

even thinking about it.  They 

are simply making a choice 

based on given facts and most 

favorable (least painful) out-

comes.  Those of you with chil-

dren perform risk assessments 

almost daily by childproofing 

cabinets, making sure they 

donôt have access to sharp ob-

jects, keeping the stairways 

Safety Spotlight 

Risk Assessments 

HAZARD ALERT!   Slips, Trips, and Falls 
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òIgnoring a warning can cause 

much mourning.ó 

òBlackberries are great, until 

you crash with them.ó   

òIf the little voice says, òI 

wonder if this is safe to do?ó, 

it probably isnõtó 

òSafety gear, two minutes, 

risk assessment, 5 minutes, a 

mishap that takes a life, 

FOREVER.ó 


