POSITION TITLE:    OPTHALMIC ASSISTANT   

CLASS CODE:    6710                

POSITION SUMMARY 

The OPTHALMIC ASSISTANT Provides direct patient care under the direction of physicians and registered nurses.  The OA participates in the assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation of patient care to a select group of patients.
EXAMPLES OF WORK 

1. Screen patients for physicians.
2. Obtains a history check, visual acuity, measures pressures and neutralizes spectacles and refracts.
3. Performs independent tasks as requested by the Ophthalmologist to include perimetry, ultrasonography, lensometry, tonometry, keratometry and pre and post op instruction.
4. Assists physician during cryotherapy, laser treatment or minor surgical procedures.
5. Delegates responsibilities to registrars and point of service coordinators in an administrative capacity.
6. Prepares required paperwork and documentation for compliance.
WORKING RELATIONSHIPS 

Interacts frequently with Ancillary Departments, referring physicians, family members.  Interacts with Department of Ophthalmology, Outpatient Clinics, Ancillary Departments, Vendors, Referring Physicians, Family members and visitors. 
SPECIAL JOB DIMENSIONS 

Is accountable to Clinical Director and Nurse Manager. OAS/Tech are required to make decisions based on phone call descriptions of patient’s symptoms as to whether or not they constitute an emergency, urgency or routine condition of someone’s eyesight.  OAS/Techs are required to look through a microscope slit lamp and determine if the patient’s ocular angle is open.  If the angle is open they dilate the iris with drops.  If the angle is closed they notify the physician.  If their decision is wrong they can send the patient into acute angle closure attack therefore risking the patient’s eyesight.  Several other conditions also carry risk.  Exposed to chemicals and body fluids.
KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS 

Knowledge of minor surgical procedures.
Knowledge of Opthalmic/Optometric assisting.
Ability to determine if patient’s ocular angle is open.
Ability to prepare paperwork and documentation of compliance. 

Ability to follow directions and carry through independent tasks requested by the Ophthalmologist.
Ability to follow pre and post op instructions.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

High School diploma or equivalent plus 1 year of ophthalmic/optometric assisting required and 1 year of medical training or related experience.
Other job related education and/or experience may be substituted for all or part of these basic requirements upon approval of the Qualifications Review Committee. 

