POSITION TITLE:  HEAD NURSE MANAGER
CLASS CODE:

POSITION PURPOSE:

The Head Nurse Manager serves as manager, clinician, teacher, and researcher/consultant in the three major areas of patient care management, personnel management, and unit management.  He/she has authority to make decisions in these areas specific to the unit managed and has 24-hour accountability for unit operation.  The philosophy, goals & objectives, and policies and procedures of the hospital and the Department of Nursing are translated into effective action by the Head Nurse Manager.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Ongoing development and maintenance of the standards of nursing care and management of staff activities in the designated patient care unit are also the responsibilities of the Head Nurse Manager.  Allocation of the Head Nurse Manager’s duties, particularly between clinical and management functions, is based on unit needs and is agreed upon by the Head Nurse Manager and the Nursing Director.

The Head Nurse Manager practices within the limits of the Nurse Practice Act of the state of Arkansas, the ANA* code for Nurses, and hospital policies and procedures, adheres to department and unit standards of care, and understands the legal consequences of and is accountable for his/her nursing interventions.  Harmonious relationships among the members of the health care team and a positive image of University Hospital are promoted by the Head Nurse Manager.

QUALIFICATIONS:

Licensed as a registered Nurse by the State of Arkansas.

Educational & experiential requirements:

1. With a diploma or associate degree in nursing, four (4) years of clinical experience;

2. With a baccalaureate or higher degree in nursing, three (3) years of clinical experience.

