UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES

PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL POSITION

POSITION TITLE:  CHARGE NURSE 
CLASS CODE:
OVERVIEW:
The Charge Nurse provides direct patient care to assigned patients.  As a Primary Nurse, he/she utilizes the nursing process and assumes twenty-four hour accountability for the nursing care of all primary patients.  Complex patient problems are identified, and interventions selected from among sophisticated alternatives.  He/she also performs as an Associate Nurse, participating in the assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation of care to a select group of patients.  He/she initiates advanced professional development experiences, and pursues in-depth involvement in the development of nursing standards.

The Charge Nurse practices within the limits of the Nurse Practice Act of the State of Arkansas, the American Nurses Association Code for Nurses, and hospital policies and procedures, adheres to department and unit standards of care, and understands the legal consequences of and is accountable for his/her nursing interventions.  Harmonious relationships among the members of the health care team and a positive image of University Hospital are promoted by the Charge Nurse.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Licensed as a Registered Nurse by the State of Arkansas.

EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENTIAL REQUIREMENTS:
1.
With a diploma or associate degree in nursing, three (3)


years of clinical experience in specialty area.

2.
With a baccalaureate or higher degree in nursing, two (2)


years of clinical experience in specialty area.


Previous teaching hospital experience desirable.


National certification in specialty area desirable.
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