Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

The office of the Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs houses all educational aspects of the College of Medicine.  The Executive Associate Dean deals with all student affairs issues in the College of Medicine, as well as the day-to-day operation of the medical school part of the College.  The Current Executive Associate Dean, as a clinician, is also very involved in the running of the clinical years in medical school.  Reporting through the Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs is an Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education, an Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education, an Associate Dean for Continuing Medical Education and Faculty Affairs, an Associate Dean for Diversity Affairs, an Assistant Dean for Curriculum Development, and an Assistant Dean for Educational Advancement.  In addition to the Associate and Assistant Deans reporting through the office, the Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs is also assisted by a Director of Medical School Admissions and Financial Aid, a Registrar, who also serves as the Director of the Housestaff Office, a Director of Student Wellness (Student Mental Health), and the Director of the Standardized Patient program.

Most of the roles above are self-explanatory, but a few require explanation.  The Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education is the representative to the Group on Educational Affairs of the AAMC, and deals directly with the Curriculum Committee.  The current Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education is new, and the individual who was in that job for years before his recently announced retirement, is now filling the position of Assistant Dean for Curriculum Development to assist the new Associate Dean in learning the job.  Soon, the duties of the Assistant Dean for Curriculum Development will be taken over by the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education. The Assistant Dean for Educational Advancement runs the USMLE Board Preparation courses, the prematriculation course for selected freshman before the start of the freshman year, and the MCAT preparation course.  The Director of Student Wellness serves this function for the campus, but reports through the College of Medicine by agreement with the other Colleges.  Likewise, the Director of the College of Medicine Standardized Patient Program is also the Director of the UAMS Clinical Skills center, but reports through the College of Medicine for convenience, by agreement with the other Colleges.. 
