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OVERVIEW:





The Assistant Head Nurse functions as a manager and patient care provider.  As delegated by and in collaboration with the Head Nurse, he/she supervises, plans, directs, and evaluates all nursing activities related directly and indirectly to the care of patients on a nursing unit.  He/she fulfills Head Nurse responsibilities, as directed by the Nursing Director, during an extended absence of the Head Nurse.





The Assistant Head Nurse provides direct patient care in the role of a Primary or an Associate Nurse as described in the RN III Job Description.  Allocation of the Assistant Head Nurse's duties, particularly between clinical and management functions, is determined at the unit level.





The Assistant Head Nurse practices within the limits of the Nurse Practice Act of the State of Arkansas, the American Nurses Association Code for Nurses, and hospital policies and procedures, adheres to department and unit standards of care, and understands the legal consequences of and is accountable for his/her nursing interventions.  Harmonious relationships among the members of the health care team and a positive image of University Hospital are promoted by the Assistant Head Nurse.





QUALIFICATIONS:





Licensed as a Registered Nurse by the State of Arkansas.





Educational and experiential requirements:





1.	With a diploma or associate degree in nursing, three (3) years of clinical experience in


	specialty area.





2.	With a baccalaureate or higher degree in nursing, two (2) years of clinical experience


	in specialty ares.





Management education and/or experience desirable.
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