COMMITTEE FOR ALLOCATION OF GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH FUNDS 
(GSRF)

GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATION FOR GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH FUNDS

The Chancellor’s Office of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences has provided support for graduate student research that constitutes part of the degree requirements.  These funds are intended to be a stimulus for graduate student research activities and should not be regarded as supplemental funding for faculty.

COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

The Committee for Allocation of Graduate Student Research Funds (GSRF) is a committee of graduate faculty charged with the responsibility of reviewing applications.  The committee includes an elected representative from the graduate faculty of each of the graduate programs.  Recommendations on proposals are made to the Dean of the Graduate School.  If approved, awards are made through the Graduate School Office and funds are transferred to the appropriate departmental account.  It is the responsibility of each Chairman/Program Director to see that funds are expended for the purpose awarded.

WHO MAY APPLY

The applicant must be a graduate student in good standing at UAMS with a grade point average of at least 2.85.  The Graduate School Office will verify the status of each student.  Students pursuing the M.S. degree may be funded for two proposals; for third and subsequent applications, extensive justification must be made for the length of the project.  Students pursuing the Ph.D. may receive funding for three proposals (not including funding received while at the master’s level);  for fourth and subsequent applications, extensive justification must be made.

APPLICATION

Application forms can be obtained from the Graduate School Office, or from the Graduate School Web Site (http://www.uams.edu/gradschool/students/GSRF%20APP.doc).  The proposal should be written by the student under the guidance of his/her major advisor to generate a clear, succinct description of proposed research.  Proposals should include expected results and methods of data analysis.  The scope of work proposed should be consistent with the funding period.

AMOUNT OF AWARD

The maximum amount of an award is $3000.00 for a period of one year from the date of notification.  GSRF reserves the right to recommend reductions in budgets.

Allowed: 1) Purchase and maintenance of animals; 2) Purchase of consumable supplies, e.g., chemicals, glassware, biological reagents, isotopes; 3) Support for data entry; and 4) Expert consultants and subjects, where allowed by the UAMS Dean of the Graduate School.  A letter of agreement from a consultant should be attached to the application.

Not Allowed: 1) Technical assistance or other personnel; 2) Permanent equipment (particularly large items); 3) Travel; 4) Preparation of dissertation/thesis; 5) Computer charges for library literature searches.

Budget and budget justifications should be clear and realistic with respect to items allowed for proposed research.

INSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE APPROVALS

Human Research Advisory Committee -- If the project involves human subjects, review and approval by this committee is mandatory.  The student is advised to discuss this matter with his/her advisor and consult the appropriate administrative officer.

Animal Care Operations Committee -- Student and advisor should consult with Dr. Gary Moore, Department of Laboratory Animal Medicine, 2RB03 (Ext.  65255), if animals are to be used in the proposed research.

Biohazards and Radiation Safety Committees -- Student and advisor should consult with the current chairman of the appropriate committee for approval of projects involving hazardous materials (isotopes, infectious agents, etc.).

DEADLINES

Deadlines are March 15 and September 15.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

Thirteen copies of the application, typewritten (double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins) including original signed Page One, should be submitted to the Graduate School Office (COPH 1232B).  Students are advised to consult with the program representative to GSRF before submission to insure that the application is complete.  A letter of support from the Faculty Advisor should accompany the application.

REVIEW PROCEDURE

Applications will be distributed among GSRF members.  Primary reviewers will be designated by the Chairman, from either GSRF members or a panel of expert faculty consultants.  Applicants are encouraged to submit applications prior to deadlines for distribution.  Shortly after each deadline, depending upon the number of applications received, the GSRF will meet to review each submission.  In some instances, the application will be returned for clarification or defense.  Delay will result from submission of poorly written or unclear applications.  Recommendations for approval will be forwarded as soon as possible to the Dean of the Graduate School.  In other decisions, students will be notified directly by the Chairman of GSRF.

NOTE: Grant recipients who do not submit the required scientific and financial reports will not be eligible for a recommendation from this committee for future grant funding until delinquent reports are received and approved.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Acknowledgement of assistance from the UAMS Graduate Student Research Fund must be included in any thesis, dissertation, or publication resulting from research that has been supported.  A suggested format is, “this research was supported by funds (in part, where applicable) from the UAMS Graduate Student Research Fund.”  A reprint of any publication bearing acknowledgement should be sent to the Graduate School Office, Slot 601.

COMMITTEE FOR ALLOCATION OF GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH FUNDS

Application Form

I.
To be completed by student:

1.
Name: 
  Slot#: 
  Deadline date: 


2.
Dept./Program: 
  College: 
  Telephone: 


3.
Degree sought: 
  No. of years in graduate program: 


4.
Local address: 
  E-mail: 


5.
Title of project: 


(   ) New 
(   ) Revised 
(   ) Renewal

6.
Amount Requested: 


7.
If you have been supported previously, give dates: 


8.
Letters from the following UAMS committees (where applicable) are attached:
(These may be letters received by the advisor for his/her project.)


(   ) Human Subjects 
(   ) Animal Care 
(   ) Radiation Safety 
(   ) Biohazards

9.
Letters confirming the availability of additional funds beyond the CAGSRF request:


(   ) Attached 
(   ) No additional funds are necessary

10.
Grant recipients who do not submit the required scientific and financial reports will not be eligible for a recommendation from this committee for future grant funding until delinquent reports are received and approved.



Signature:  


 

Student

II.  To be completed by advisor:

I have read this application and approve its submission.  The material is original in composition and has not been copied from another document.  I have enclosed a letter of support for the above named student.



  Signature: 



Typed name 
Advisor


Advisor Slot #: 
  Advisor E-mail: 


III.  Approval of Program Director:



Signature: 



Program Director


Student’s Name: 


TABLE OF CONTENTS

Number pages consecutively at the bottom throughout the application (no suffixes such as 5a, 5b, etc.).  Type the student’s name at the top of each printed page and each continuation page.  Literature Cited, Abstract, and Budget should be single-spaced and the remainder double-spaced.

Page Numbers

1.  Abstract (one-half page, single spaced, use form attached) 



2.  Budget (single spaced, use form attached) 



3.  Introduction (ONLY for revised application, do not exceed one page) 



Provide a concise statement specifying what changes have been made in response to critique of reviewers.  Provide any additional information requested by reviewers.

4.  Research Plan (do not exceed 12 pages for sections A through D)

A.  Specific Aims (one page recommended) 



B.  Background and Significance (one to two pages recommended) 



Provide background information keeping in mind reviewers who are not in student’s field.

C.  Progress Report/Preliminary Studies 



Provide a Progress Report (give dates covered, even if your research topic has changed) and summarize results (four pages recommended).  Attach reprints and copies of abstracts presented on this work.  Please describe methods.  Reviewers do not have access to previous application.

D.  Experimental Design and Methods (five pages recommended) 



E.  Letters of Approval from UAMS Committees 



F.  Letters Confirming Availability of Additional Funds Beyond CAGSRF Request 



G.  Literature Cited (single spaced, complete references should be cited) 




Student’s Name: 


1.
Abstract – concisely describe specific aims, methodology, and objectives (single spaced, one page).


Student’s Name: 


2.
Budget Page – budget should be appropriately justified concerning numbers of animals, special reagents, consultants, etc., so that reviewers can evaluate the request.


Subtotal

Purchase/Maintenance of Animals

Consumable Supplies (Itemize by category)

Other Expenses (Itemize by category, e.g., “Consultant Costs”)


TOTAL COST
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