UAMS Modality of Nursing Care

A Customized Primary Nursing Practice Model guides the provision of care to our patients. The focus of primary nursing is a patient-centered, nurse-patient relationship that promotes continuity of care and facilitates greater patient/family involvement in the planning of care. 
The primary nurse takes the lead in setting priorities with the patient/family and in working collaboratively with other team members to meet the patient needs. The primary nurse has responsibility and accountability for the coordination of the plan of care including discharge planning for assigned primary patients. 
Patients receive care from an associate nurse when the primary nurse is unavailable. Associate nurses share the responsibility for the coordination and delivery of patient care as patient status and/or policy dictate. Unlicensed Assistive Personnel assist with care and are partnered with RN(s) forming care teams. Positive patient outcomes are expected when the bedside nurse has authority and accountability to make decisions related to patient care.  

