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Dear Student:

Family Medicine is a specialty in breadth.  As a clinical clerk on a four-week rotation, you may find the variety of patient illnesses very broad and, at times, intimidating.  The diagnostic skills you will acquire on this rotation in sorting out undifferentiated symptoms will be invaluable to you regardless of your eventual specialty choice.  You will learn what type of health problems can be managed in primary care, and why, how and when to make a referral to a sub-specialist.  The rotation will allow you to see many common ambulatory health problems and learn more about preventive medicine.  The rotation affords you an opportunity to refine your skills in history taking and physical diagnosis and to care for outpatients who present with both physical and psychological problems.  You may also have an opportunity to participate in patient counseling and health education.  Enjoy this brief introduction to our specialty!
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Sincerely,
Geoffrey Goldsmith, MD, MPH

Garnett Professor and Chairman

