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	Grant Agreement No.
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	   ___ Oct-Dec due 01/31;        __X_ Jan-Mar due 4/31;        ___ Apr-Jun due 7/30;         ___ Jul-Sep due 10/31 

	Workplans Deliverables Due this Quarter

Project Activity/Months

 1 to 6

7 to 12

13 to 18

19 to 24

1) Refine QAPP, train research/data assistants, refine data collection methods, refinement of database organization and methodologies  

x

x

2) Head Start notification and coordination

x

x

x

x

3) Organization of other parent outreach events/methods , doctor notification methods

x

x

x

 4) Data entry and QA refinement

x

x

x

x

5) Integration with CDC stellar reporting system

x

x

x

 6) Investigating methods to self-sustaining reporting system

x

x

7) Progress results to EPA (part website access)

x

x

x

x

We are in the 10 month of activities and as indicated are engaged in activities 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7.  The activities under each category will be described below:
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University of Arkansas Medical Sciences 2010 Targeted Grant to Reduce Childhood Lead Poisoning. 



	
	Previous Drawdown: 
$6029.88

	
	Drawdowns this Quarter:
Salaries = $5794.34

Fringes = $993.73

Supplies = 0

Other = 0

Subawards = $1380.71

F & A = $2165.82



	
	Balance: $12,147.79
This balance is of April 27th, 2011 and is out of the $50,000 for the first year of funding that ends June.

	Deliverables Completed this Quarter and Associated Costs.  
All activities are associated with Salaries, and Subaward to ADH
1) Preparation of documents to assist in collection of lead screen data
Since we are meeting some resistance in reporting of BLL for Head Start Children and other Children in General, we are working on the preparation of letters that would assist that process. The Arkansas Department of Health is currently reviewing those letters to either approve, offer comments or even agree to sending these letters out directly.  ADH will shortly be adopting all lead activities from ADEQ in July (this includes abatement certification) and this process is likely to speed activities up.  The drafted letters are attached.

a) Letter to Head Start Agencies on HIPAA protection for numbers under 10 micrograms/deciliter
b) Letter to practitioners has been drafted

c) Guideline to practitioners has been drafted

2) HEAD START Survey results
We have now managed to have most of Head-Start Agencies complete the survey.  This survey provides us with the status of screening, and process of screening for these children at risk.
1) Out of 21 agencies, 18 have responded with surveys of which 2 are lacking information

2) Two are currently reporting to the State Health Department (but mostly elevated numbers)

3) Nine reported needing assistance in reporting to ADH (beyond instructions sent out)

4) How many use a Data system = 16 (meaning computerized)
5) How many do in house screening = 2 (others send out to physicians)
6) How many screened before 2009 and 2010 = (5 agencies were screening or collecting screening before this date)
3) Continued lead trainings since last report (EPA RRP) at reduced prices (Group rates of $100 per person, otherwise $135 per person). 
List Dates and Locations of Training
a) Dec 2nd , Dec 3rd, and Jan 25th, West Memphis  b) Feb 7th, and March 7th Pulaski Tech c) Dec 9th, and Feb 25th, City of Jacksonville d) Dec 13th and April 25th, UAMS 

4) Continued Entry of Data: Summarize Data and Attached Excel files of Results; 
Development of a Lead Database has been the main focus of this grant.  Some recent summaries are below.  In addition, we have attached two Excel databases that have been generated from ADH’s Environmental Contaminant Database.  One Excel attachment lists the BLLs, along with age and zip code.  The other attached excel file list the cities with reported high BLLs. There is a lot that we have not entered.  Recognize that the data is biased in that higher numbers are reported to ADH. The Percentage EBLLs are likely not to represent the percentage of Arkansans with elevated BLLs.  However, the numbers do shows some areas of concerns.  Some of these cities include: Fort Smith, El Dorado and Van Buren.  This database is mixed with adults and children as Estella Sugawara-Adams indicated interest in both groups, due to take home exposures as a transmission route for children.
1. Number of total lead entries in the database: 

· 4275 entries total for lead (blood & urine)

2. Number of entries for children: 

· approx 2703 entries for lead (blood & urine)

3. Number of entries for adults: 

· approx 1572 for lead (blood & urine)

4. Total number of entries in the database: 

· 5163 total entries (the additional entries over 4275 are for other contaminants and that work is not included under these grant efforts)

5. What are the dates for the lead screens:    

· The lead screens entered into the database are for the years 2009 and 2010.

· There are still 2007 and 2008 data sitting on the shelf to be entered along with more 2009 and 2010.   

6. Number of elevated for adults and children: 

· Adults – 513 (25 micrograms/deciliter and above is considered elevated for adults), 

· Children – 274 (10 microgram/deciliter and above is considered elevated for children)

· Children between 5-10 microgram/deciliter:  114

· Children from 2-5 micrograms/deciliter: 1903

· Is there any way to tell if there is overlap in the data, so how do we make sure the 84 children are separate children and not follow-up blood tests:  As long as it’s a follow-up (performed on a separate day) and not a repeat, it will show up in the database.
· Can we tell which cities (areas) some of these high numbers are coming from, do we see any trend?  See attachment
· Are the adults all from occupational settings?  No, but 69% are from occupational settings.
7. Number recommended for environmental assessment.  

· ADH has recommended an environmental assessment be completed for children with levels 20 micrograms/deciliter and above.  Approx 20 assessments were recommended over the last year and a half.
8. Any datasets from the Head Starts: So far, we have 20 Head Start entries in the database. 

Note, we are not always sure if the reports are coming from the Head Start Agencies
5) Website Re-design to Incorporate New Project Activities and Outreach to Medical Practitioners and Nurses
Please visit website and see new design and links to past reports, links and so forth.  We will continue to enhance this website and increase the linkages: http://www.uams.edu/coph/Apple/default.htm
This website will also provide past EPA reports. 


	Project Highlights this Quarter
1) Due to legislative action, ADH is taking over duties from ADEQ in July. We anticipate that this will intensify all lead activities and lead activities on the grant.  Information on the bill can be found at http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2011/2011R/Bills/SB833.pdf
2) Application to CDC through ADH on Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Grant with COPH as a subcontract partner.  For this grant we interacted with a number of partners to obtain letters of support and commitment designing a strategic plan to address healthy homes and lead poisoning issues in the State (e.g., Injury Control Center, Code Enforcement, Pulaski Weatherization Center, Head Start HIPPY, Village Commons and many more).


	Problems Areas, Delays or Areas of Concern for this Quarter
There has been a continued concern from Head Start Directors in reporting lead screen data under 10 micrograms per deciliter.  Dr. Ferguson has requested a letter from ADH stating that although ADH reporting requirements do not state that under 10 micrograms/deciliter has to be reported, that even reporting number lower than 10 microgram/deciliter still means that data is protected under HIPAA.  An original version of the letter was approved through lawyers at ADH on March 30th, however some refinements were needed in the letter to better clarify protection under HIPAA. Once this letter is revised and sent out to Head Start we anticipate increased reporting from Head Start.
Head Start has also undergone changes in close to 6 centers with new directors and at times new leaders overseeing medical information.  We have had to resend and re-connect with these agencies through the Head Start Collaboration Office.



	Unresolved Problems, Delays, or Areas of concern from the Previous Quarter
Discussed above as continued concern for this quarter.


	Resolutions to problems Previously Reported
NA

	Activities Anticipated/Planned for Next Quarter and Budgeted Costs
1) In the next few months, we will continue to work with each Head Start individually to help them report over the ADH.  
2) There are 3 upcoming workshops at which Dr. Ferguson will present for 90 minutes: These are listed below:

· April 29th: Clinic Staff: State Health Department Auditorium at 4815 W. Markham Street
· May 6th, School Nurses, State Health Department Auditorium at 4815 W. Markham Street
· June 8th, Local Health Unit Administrators and Local Community Partners (Location to be determined)
Workshops will cover the following Topics:
Lead pre-test

Lead exposure background information

Effects of lead exposure on human growth and development

Lead-safe work policies

Keeping your child safe

Where to get help

Questions and answers

Lead post-test

Closing

There is also a 8th Annual Minority Health Fair on April 30th, 2011, at Quigley Cox Stadium, 1500 S. Park in Little Rock from 10 am to 2 pm.  We will be holding an informational booth on Health Effects of Lead.
3) ADH should hear back about the CDC Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Grant (This will help us to Integrate with CDC Stellar which is undergoing a change to incorporate Healthy Home Assessment).
4) Interact with Arkansas Department on Human Services and to determine their current outreach work with doctors and Medicaid services under the EPSTD.
 5) Data entry and research assistant will focus on continuing entry of lead screens.

	I certify that this report is true and correct, project is on scheduled except as noted, and funds are being utilized as planned and agreed to in the award document.

Signature of Project Officer/Principal Investigator:  _____________________________________

Printed Name:  ___Alesia. C. Ferguson, PhD.________________________________
Title:  ____Associate Professor, UAMS College of Public Health__          
Date: __May 6th, 2011_________________


	Attachments:

1) Excel Database of Lead Screens

2) Excel Database of EBLL by City

3) Drafted Letter and Screening Recommendation to Physicians

4) Survey Results from Head Starts

5) Drafted Letter to Head Start for Reporting Numbers under 10 micrograms per deciliter.



