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BACKGROUND

The UAMS College of Medicine (COM) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. As an accredited provider, the UAMS College of Medicine will consider joint sponsorship of CME activities with non-accredited organizations. In such cases, the UAMS College of Medicine’s Office of Continuing Medical Education (OCME) will enter into a written agreement, a JOINT SPONSOR AGREEMENT, with the appropriate individuals from the organizations involved. This agreement will define the financial obligations, and the roles and responsibilities. 
DEFINITION

ACCME defines joint sponsorship as sponsorship of a CME activity by two or more institutions or organizations when only one of the institutions or organization is accredited. In the case of this proposed CME activity, the UAMS College of Medicine Office of Continuing Medical Education shall be referred to as the “accredited provider” and the requesting organization shall be referred to as the “non-accredited provider”. 

POLICY

The OCME holds full responsibility to the ACCME for compliance with the CME requirements for every activity it designates for credit, and thus applies the same standards to jointly sponsored activities as to those it directly sponsors. The educational activities must be planned, implemented, and documented in harmony with the criteria set by the ACCME’s Essential Areas and Policies including the Standards for Commercial Support. The following conditions must be met in a joint sponsorship relationship with the UAMS College of Medicine.

· Mission: The proposed activity must be consistent with the UAMS College of Medicine, Office of Continuing Medical Education’s mission statement. (Please refer to the Mission Statement www.uams.edu/cme).
· The UAMS College of Medicine must be involved in the planning and development of any jointly sponsored activity it designates for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit ™. Either a COM faculty member and/or a representative of UAMS OCME must be a member of the planning committee. 

· Planning: Jointly sponsored activities must comply with the ACCME’s Essential Areas and Policies, in particular the planning process. A reviewer from the OCME must assess the following planning areas for compliance with the Essential Areas. 

· needs assessment process and documentation

· learning objectives

· activity design


· faculty selection 

· evaluation methodology and outcomes measurement 

· Commercial Support: Jointly sponsored activities must comply with the ACCME’s Standards for Commercial Support.
· Independence
· Commercial supporters must not participate in planning the content or selecting speakers for a CME activity.

· Commercial supporters may not take part as a sponsor or as a joint sponsor in any CME activity.
· Disclosure and Resolution of Conflicts of Interest (see Disclosure and Resolution of Conflicts Policy)
· Everyone in a position to control the educational content must disclose all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest to the provider.

· Refusal to disclose to the provider will disqualify an individual from taking part as a planner, speaker, author, etc. 

· Course directors are responsible for identifying all relevant financial relationships and resolve all conflicts of interest, prior to the activity.

· Everyone who contributes to the content must complete and sign the UAMS Disclosure and Attestation Statement.

· Disclosure of all financial relationships, or lack thereof, to the participants prior to the activity.
· Appropriate Use of Commercial Support

Educational Grants
· All funds solicited from commercial supporters must be received by the UAMS College of Medicine OCME, or must be authorized, in writing, to be received by the joint sponsor who shall provide complete budgets and appropriate documentation to the OCME.

· Commercial supporters MAY NOT designate or direct the use of funds, i.e., recommend content, speakers, or anything else not allowed by the ACCME’s Essential Areas and Policies.

· All educational grants received from a commercial supporter require a Letter of Agreement (LOA) for Commercial Support. 

· The LOA must be consistent with the ACCME guidelines. It may be that of the CME provider (in this case, UAMS COM) or the commercial company; however the “agreement” itself must be executed between the accredited provider and the company. The joint sponsor may be included in the agreement. 

· All LOAs must be signed by, 1) the company’s representative, 2) the accredited provider’s representative. 

· Commercial supporters must be acknowledged in the activity materials or verbally before the activity begins.
· Appropriate Management of Commercial Promotion
Commercial Exhibits
· Commercial exhibits are considered under the Standards for Commercial Support but are not under the same requirements as is support given for education.  
· A commercial entity is not required to sign an LOA with the purchase of exhibit space. 
· Exhibit areas must be kept separate from the educational space.
· The provider is accountable to the ACCME to report all income sources, including that received for the sale of exhibit space.
· Content and Format without Commercial Bias
· The content of the CME activity must contribute to quality and/or improvement in healthcare and align with the best interest of the public.

· The CME content must be presented free of commercial bias.

· Off-label uses must be disclosed and content of the presentation(s) must be evidence-based and be a generally accepted practice in the profession of medicine.

· Disclosure of Relevant Commercial Relationships
· All speakers and planners must compete and sign a Disclosure and Attestation Statement.

· Disclosure information (whether or not any relationship exists) must be conveyed to the audience before the activity begins.

· Financial Matters: Budgetary information must be maintained and clearly described in the Final Budget Income and Expense Report submitted to the OCME at the conclusion of the CME activity, including ALL revenue sources and ALL expenses.  Please refer to the Final Budget Income and Expense Report.
· Promotional Requirements: The UAMS College of Medicine OCME MUST review and approve all promotional material before being released to the printer. 

· The UAMS College of Medicine must be clearly recognized as a joint sponsor. 

· The following joint sponsorship statement MUST appear on all printed material.

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint sponsorship of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine and (name of non-accredited provider). The UAMS College of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
· Delineation of Responsibilities: The responsibilities of both parties will be clearly enumerated in the Joint Sponsorship Agreement (below.) The UAMS College of Medicine will withdraw any joint sponsorship if the non-accredited provider fails to meet its obligations as outlined in the agreement or fails to comply with ACCME, AMA and/or UAMS Policies.

· Fees: The UAMS College of Medicine OCME will charge a standard fee for application review, approval and certification of the activity. Those fees will cover the areas of responsibility outlined in the Joint Sponsorship and Fee Agreement.  Fees for services other that those included in the agreement will be agreed upon by both parties and included as additional fees. 
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