	DEPARTMENT: Clinical Laboratory
	POLICY DESCRIPTION: Laboratory Billing Compliance

	PAGE: 1 of 2
	REVISED: 2/25/10

	APPROVED:  October 28, 2002
	RETIRED:

	EFFECTIVE DATE: 2/25/10
	REFERENCE NUMBER: LAB.013



	SCOPE:    All Laboratory employees involved with establishing, performing, and billing of Laboratory testing.   



	PURPOSE:  To establish procedures which ensure clinical laboratory tests are billed in accordance with CMS requirements.


	POLICY: UAMS Clinical Laboratory will bill in compliance with all Federal and State regulations.


	PROCEDURE:  

      I.        Billing : UAMS Clinical Laboratory will submit charges only for tests which were both

                 ordered and performed.    
Calculations: In accordance with CMS guidelines, laboratory calculations will not be billed. 
II. Correct Coding:  

a. CPT and HCPCS codes assigned for billing will accurately describe the ordered and 

      performed tests. This will be monitored by yearly Chargemaster Review and 

      periodic auditing by Institutional Compliance.

b. National Correct Coding Initiative (NCCI) guidelines will be observed and

      followed. Compliance with NCCI guidelines will be monitored by claims editing

      software prior to claims submission. Documentation will be reviewed by Laboratory
      Financial Review personnel in order to appropriately assign applicable billing modifiers.

III. Quality Assurance
a. Charges will not be submitted for tests performed solely for quality assurance or
      confirmation of previous results.



	REFERENCES:

 The Office of  Inspector General’s Model Compliance Plan for Clinical Laboratories

Medicare Claims Processing manual, Chapter 16 
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