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State of Arkansas
86th General Assembly ABIll
Regular Session, 2007 SENATEBILL 331

By: Senator R. ThompsonBy: Representative E. Brown

For An Act To Be Entitled

AN ACT TO AMEND RELATING TO CHILD MALTREATMENT PREVENTION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
AN ACT TO AMEND [RZSNE ] RELATING
TO CHILD MALTREATMENT PREVENTION.

BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 12-12-503(12)(B), rega'cingtheddmnunuf"neglect"mmsusdmtheArkansthlldMameamemAm is amended to read as follows:

(B)(i) "Neglect" shall dsoi borchite-to-be
(a) An Causing achildto beborn with anillegal presentin thedmldsbodlly fluids or bodily substances as aresult of the pregnant thsknmvmgly usng anillegal substance before the birth of the child; or
(b) A-health-probl before birtrof Hegal-subst: At thetime of the birth of achild, the of anillegal s bodily fluids or bodily as aresult of the pregnant mother i using an
illegal birth of the child.
(i) Asused m(mss;bdlwsmn (12)(B), "illegal substance" means adrug tha ibited to be used or without a i me rk Criminal Code, § 5-1-101 et seq.
(iii) A test of the y fluids or bodily may be used establish neglect under isi (12)(5)( )(a)
(iv) A test of the mother's er€hitel: ly fluids or bodily be used i establish neglect under (12)(B)(i)(b) of thi:

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 12-12-507(f)(6), concerning reports of neglect as defined by § 12-12-503(12)(B), is amended to read as follows:
(f)(6) The child abuse hotline shall accept areport of neglect as defined under § 12-12-503(12)(B) only if the reporter is one (1) of the following mandatory rters and the to suspect that a child has been subjected to neglect as defined under § 12-12-503(12)(B):
(A) A licensed nurse;
(B) Any medical personnel who may be engaged in the admission, examination, care, or treatment of persons;
(C) An osteopath;
(D) A physician;
(E) A resident intern; er
(F) A surgeon:; or
(G) A social worker in a hospital.

SECTION 3. Arka@sCode§1212509(a)(z)(B) oonoemmgmvslgalons|sanendedt0reedasfo|lu~s

(a)(2)(B) However, i#-the igation shall begin within twenty-four (24) hours: if:
(i) Theallegation is severe
(i) Th ion is neglect l |n§121250§{1215)
SECTION 4. Arka\BCode§12 12512(5) ing child i ination, is amended to read as follows:
pon the D of Health and Human Services shall i hy ions of child ae
(DA)G) Unsubsamaeu
(i) Thi ination shall be entered when the allegati by aprepor f the evid
(B)(i) An iated report shall be confidential and shall bedsclosed only to:
(a) The prosecutor;
(b) A subject of the report;
(c) A court if theinformation in the record |sneoesryfor ination of an 9
federal and ep d their staff members, but no disclosure may be made to any committee or legislative body;
enforcement agencies;

(f) Any appropriate licensing or registering authority; and
(g) Adult protective services.
(i) Any person or agency to whom disclosure is made shall not disclose to any other person areport or other information obtained pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(B)(i) of this section; or
@A) True
i@ A iination shall b when the allegation i byap of the evid
(b) However, formyat:tnromlsonofmdlreamemwhlchwwld beacriminal offense or an act of deli , any deft irmative defi that would be i to the criminal offense or delil actisaso i ina
(B)(i) A determination of true but exempted, which means that the offender's name shall not be placed in the central registry, shall be entered if:
A parent icing his or her religious beliefs does not, for that reason alone, provide medical treatment for achild, but in lieu of treatment the child is being furnished with trestment by spiritual means alone, through prayer, in accordance with a recognized
religious method of healing by an accredited practitioner; ef
(b) The offender is an underaged juvenile aggressor; or
(c) The report was founded for neglect as defined in § 12-12-503(12)(B).

APPROVED: 3/16/2007
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