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The Silent Killer 
Sometimes a “solution” can become a bigger problem than the original problem.  That has 
certainly been the case with gas-powered generators.  Due to misuse of these generators, 
some people have suffered shocks and burns.  Others have lost their houses in fires.  Very 
sadly, others have even lost their lives.  Most deaths were due to failing to follow 
instructions provided by the manufacturer.  The result was carbon monoxide poisoning.  

The only thing these people wanted was backup power.  They wanted to keep some lights 
on and their food fresh.  As well as their medical and other electronic devices working. 

The Louisiana Department of Health said nine of the 17 deaths linked to Hurricane Laura in 
Louisiana were from carbon monoxide poisoning.  All but one of the deaths were directly 
attributed to poisoning from a generator.   

Beware of the Silent Killer 

Research shows carbon monoxide from a gas-powered generator can be deadly.  Even 
deadlier than the power loss which caused the use of a gas-powered generator.  Gas-
powered generator manufacturers put out warnings.  They say to pay strict attention to 
instructions for usage; however, those warnings, are ignored or overlooked, at times. 

One of the biggest issues with carbon monoxide is people generally do not notice it until 
they start feeling ill.  It is an odorless, colorless gas.  Falling asleep while carbon monoxide 
is present can be deadly.  Depending on the levels, it can be lethal within five minutes. 

CDC Issues Warning 

The Center of Disease Control and Prevention issued this warning about generators. 

“If used or placed improperly, these sources can lead to carbon monoxide (CO) buildup 
inside buildings, garages and campers.  Poisoning the people and animals inside. These 
devices should never be used inside an enclosed space, house, basement, garage or 
camper or, near an open window or window air conditioner. 

Anytime you see someone with the symptoms shown in the below chart, move the victim 
outside immediately and call 911.  If he or she is not breathing, begin CPR. 



 

 

Generator Safety Tips 

If you absolutely have to use a gas-powered generator, please follow these safety tips. 

• Read the generator manual carefully.  Follow the instructions to the letter. 
• Keep your generator at least 25 feet from any building. 
• Make sure fumes are not blowing toward anything flammable, such as vegetation. 
• Store your gas cans properly and far away from the generator. 
• Keep your generator away from vents and windows. 
• Install at least one carbon-monoxide alarm in your home and keep a fire extinguisher 

close. 
• Do not run your generator while it is raining.  Unless it’s shielded by a waterproof 

and well ventilated tent. 
• Never try to power the house wiring by plugging the generator into a wall outlet.  

Instead, use a heavy-duty, outdoor extension cord to plug appliances into 
generators. 

• Before refueling, turn the generator off and allow it to cool for 15-20 minutes.  
Gasoline and other flammable liquid spilled on hot engine parts could ignite. 

• Have your generator inspected annually and replace any worn parts. 

Other Tips to Decrease the Chance of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

• Install a battery-operated or battery back-up carbon monoxide detector 
in your home. 

• Have your furnace, water heater and other fuel-burning devices 
professionally serviced every year. 

• Never use a generator indoors or less than 20 feet from any window, 
door or vent. 

• Have your chimney checked and cleaned every year. 
• Make sure gas appliances are vented properly. 
• Never ignore a carbon monoxide alarm; immediately move outside, call 

911 and make sure everyone is accounted for. 
 
Remember, carbon monoxide is odorless and cannot be seen so 

protect yourself and others by following the above information.  

Your life or the lives of others depend on you. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.findthetop10.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/YW-002-1024x859.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.findthetop10.com/top-10-best-rated-smoke-and-carbon-monoxide-detectors-reviews/&docid=NW1Hfxx2dEwbKM&tbnid=C-I9jmEsG1VNFM:&vet=1&w=1024&h=859&bih=878&biw=1486&ved=0ahUKEwjLiOrew87QAhWr54MKHaNNArUQMwiSAShMMEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigndmhzs7QAhXC54MKHe3aB7EQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/landyvent/chimney-sweep/&psig=AFQjCNEel8FK8fmefyDLpznVZumchPsGyw&ust=1480531095008745

